SPIRTIT O LI PRESBY TERIAN CH URCHI

Watch for the light.

“In the beginning when God created the heavensthed
earth, the earth was a formless void and darknesered
the face of the deep...Then God said, ‘Let there be
light.” (Gen. 1: 1-3). When God enters our lives, there is
light. When God enters into our world to camp wit) God
comes as lightiIn the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He walsen
beginning with God. All things came into being tngh him,
and without him not one thing came into being. Wizest
come into being in him was life, and the life waslight of
all people. The light shines in the darkness arddarkness
did not overcome it.{John 1: 1-5)

As we begin this Advent season together, may wenagge the wonder of the light and life of God entg
and making our lives new. With the distractiong@isumerism, may we pause with anticipation and be
guided by the brightest star. May we together, Ineligure and strengthen one another.

December 1 is the beginning of a New Year in oung@ian calendar. | would like us to try somethimeyv
this blessed New Year. As the Word that was irbnginning is Jesus Christ, and the Word is oungjvi
Scripture, | would like us to enter into the Woodi¢ther every day of this month in the anticipattbseeing
Christmas again through the eyes of our childnerour busy lives, this pause will help ground

us with the fullness of why we celebrate Christmas.

Parents, | have been intentional in selecting Bileleses that help build
from the prophecy to the birth of Jesus. One oftteatest

gifts we can share with our children is a loveedding our

Scripture. Pick the time that works best for yaamily. We

will choose to do this each night at bedtime. Ifi ybink

of a Christmas Carol that goes well with the sang

story, may we share the true gift of Christmas of a

great light. Also, we will be regularly bloggingan

sharing thoughts on these readings on our web

throughout Advent. Please join in and share ir

the conversation at ) o

Merry Christmas, Pastor Rob



@\

E

~ = 5> 0o b

#(

#H#

#

$ % !

& ol
& $ ) %* |
+  )%*, -% %!
01 %23 '210
!
!
5
6 2
6 2 %
& $ ‘2 4 %!
7& $ '28
5
/' $
62 %/ $ - 1
4 %
4 " %
!
&$ 2 $
9 I
/ 1
: !
7 %, 2
<% )%
2% %/ =
$ 6
"4 1

Carols"
Mark your calendars to join us

Saturday, December 14, 3:00 p.m.

We’ll enjoy lots of Christmas music with our
choir, bells & even the children singing!

Cocoa & Cookies will be served
immediately following.
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12/01 Lisa Smith
12/02 Irene Andersen
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Tyler Fried . s :
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12/17 Chaz Dufon III \\' EGIVER
12/30 Michael Tisland Sue Mayors
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Inviting all men! Our nexMen’s Breakfastis Saturday, December 7, 8am

Come on out to the Long Branch in downtown FarnangB809 3rd Street).

We have invited the men of the Farmington PresaieChurch to join us. |

Note the later start time to encourage more mgoincus! RSVP to Bob
Shepard at 507.263.5975 or via email at shepardsg@@gmail.com.
(

In the spirit of joy and giving appropriate to the season |
Advent,the Community Service/Mission team and the :
Deacons are again working together to prepare and send # 1)
or deliver Christmas cookies to our college students, and
less mobile members of our congregationf you would

like to participate, bake your favorite Christmas cookies and
bring them to churcSUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, and help "o
us after worship to pack boxes to send to our college stjderd plate cookies to deliver '
to members of our congregation. We have 24 people to supitls treats! If you have
guestions, contact Denise Lewis. A light lunch will be pied.
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Baked Potato Fundraiser News: The youth group would like to THANK everyone who participated in the

Bingo and Baked Potato fundraiser. It was a lot of fun and we raised over $300! We served 50+ baked
potatoes and had some great bingo games. Special thanks to Brian Gracek for providing his awesome chili.

The youth group also had a fantastic time at Sky Zo  ne. There were 15 trampoline jumpers & 2 observers,
ranging from age 4 to 40-something!
Our next event is the SLEIGH RIDE AND BONFIRE at Bunker Park Stables &aturday, December 7.
Cost is $10/person. Family & friends are inviteddio the youth. Sign up, fee and signed parerialase are due
Sunday, 12/01/13 to Sayra Maberry. We'll be leavimgchurch at 2pm sharp. Bring warm clothing, kéds and
campfire food to share. Also, bring a thermos decior hot chocolate.
Come on out for a fun and memorable family everttifess: 550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW Andover, MN

Spirit of Life’s mid—week ministry

Wednesdays are filled with excitement, spirituaghs, companionship,
and a warm meal to keep the spirit moving at SpoftLife Presbyterian Church.

School Age childrenare welcome to come after school (2:30pm).
They will find: Snacks, activities, time to comf@éhomework, a community
building time and at 6pm a family style meal wid berved.
Youth are also welcome after school (2:30pm). Youth ot (youth group &
confirmation class) will begin after the 6pm meal.

6:30-7pm community building together

7-8pm Confirmation & youth group break out
Adults are welcome to come and participate in any of thielien’s / youth
activities. They are welcome to stay for the mewa e a mentor for our
children.
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Operation Christmas Child

Thank you to everyone that donated a filled shodbofOCC! The shoeboxes will be made ready
for shipping orDECEMBER 17 FROM 6-10PM at the OCC site in Bloomingto&pirit of Life
has signed up for twenty spots. Look for a sigrsiupet or talk to Julie Raatz if you can help.




A Presentation on ADHD, Autism, and Other Disabilities will occur at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Churc
on Monday, December 2, at 6:45 PM. Location: 12&&thny Cake Ridge Road, Apple Valley, MN. The phoamber
is 952.432.6351. FREE- register at the door. Contea@n about the latest news & what works for adaitd children.

Go towww.sotv.org/eventsr further information.
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Thanks from the Community Service Team:

The Community Service Team would like to extendsitscere thanks t8pirit of Lifefor

the generous donations to support Evelin and larigfie year each. They are members of
the MATSIKO WORLD ORPHANS CHOIR who visited with us last July. Our support goes
to pay for schooling, supplies and other necessitieen they go back to their country.
Both Evelin and Luis are from Peru and live in tdwading family situations. Pictures of
both kids are hanging on the bulletin board in tlagthex, along with some facts about
each of them. Please take a minute to read abeut.tfhe Matsiko organization has
asked that we not send gifts as they have to pgpisiy costs and import taxes to send
them and often times the items are stolen and rgateto the kids. We are encouraged to
send cards and letters through the Matsiko org#oizaThey mail them to the Matsiko
offices in each country twice a yedou never cease to amaze me with your generosity
and love! Thank you for sharing your love and the love of Gath Evelin and Luis.
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14401 Pilot Knob Road
Apple Valley, MN 55124

Office 952.423.2212

spirit@spiritoflifeav.org
www.spiritoflifeav.org
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